Moving Checklist for Military Families
· Make a list of places you want to visit before you move and ones that you want to visit when you are in your new home
· Research and read about the area you are moving to and take a ton of pictures to share with family and friends
· Learn about schools and program options if you have children – call the schools and make an appointment to go and see the area schools on your house hunting trip (if you get one)

· If you are registering your child call ahead to find out what documents you need to bring
· Take photos of the school and area to show your children or family members
· Make a binder or box of moving information and place it in a set location so it can always be found

· Do not pack – insurance policies, wills, stock certificates, saving bonds, medical records, certificates (birth, marriage, etc.), passport, car ownership papers, appraisal documents, hard drives or memory sticks with back-ups of your information, social security/insurance cards or documents, etc.

· Sort out items into two piles: ones you will move with, items that can move without you

· Label all boxes with your last name and the location in the new house you want it to go to (do this on several sides), take a photo looking into each box
· If you haven’t use an item in over 2years ask yourself if you need it at all – use your move as an opportunity to organize and cull.

· Go through your house and take photos of everything that is important to you or a family treasure

· Know your utility costs, local conveniences, schools, etc. and have that information available to people potentially interested in renting or buying your home
· Go to the local tourist booth or chamber of commerce and get area maps and points of interest

· Ask schools to give you their school information sheets and contact information

· Provide a sample of bills for utilities, tax information, etc.

· Make a family wish list for things you would like to have in a home and location

· Do a budget so that you are well aware of what you can afford and what your limits are before you even begin looking for a place to rent or buy

· Check out some excellent moving websites: www.militarydutystations.com or www.homestore.com   and www.yahoo.com has a real estate page that you can compare cost of living with where you are now and where you are going to

· Hold a garage sale, donate to local agencies or ask friends and family to come and take some things you no longer need or want off of you hands

· Schedule your moving dates 
· Inform utility companies of your moving dates well in advance

· Organize the transfer of any school records (also ask for copies of anything that they transfer so you have a copy for your records)

· Schedule a final doctor and dentist appointment and get any records required

· Cancel club or other memberships

· Keep all receipts for submission or tax purposes that are directly related to your move

· Ensure you have picked up all items out for cleaning or repair

· Apply for insurance, new drivers licence, licence plates, etc.

· Inform post office of your move dates and change of address

· Make a list of all mail you get for the next couple of months and check them off when you have informed them of a change in address

· Go to your bank and inform them of transfers and find out about banking options at your new address

· Schedule pick-up of rented items

· Schedule automobile for a service and ask if they have any recommendations for your new town or city

· Cancel any home services – lawn maintenance, alarm, music lessons, oil delivery, etc.

· Get as many pictures and measurements of your new home as you can

· Get local maps before you move in and ask where to find grocery, hardware, and other useful stores and services

· Email or call family and friends your new address and contact information before moving

· Let family and friends know move and move in dates

· Create a “Must Have” box with anything that you will need immediately.  It should have:

· Paper plates, cups, plastic cutlery

· Paper towels

· A pot and pan

· Long life snacks 

· Remote controls 

· Instruction manuals

· Batteries

· A telephone

· Toilet paper and hand soap

· Keys to items

· A couple of towels

· Some kids toys

· A first aid kit

· Paper, pen, tape and marker

· Tool box

