
Sample argumentative essay
Can too much television be harmful? There has been much debate over the issue of young children watching television.  Some feel the educational aspects of learning shows help children get a head start on learning.  Others feel watching television at a young age can negatively affect a child’s creativity. I believe the second article makes the best argument.  Watching television at a young age can be harmful to children.  
When young children are plopped down in front of a television set, they become glued to the tube.  Their entire focus is on the screen, and they do not seem to have an idea what is going on around them.  This is very harmful to their developing social skills.  According to the article entitled “How TV Affect Your Child”, the first two years of a child’s life is critical when his or her brain is developing.  Instead of being totally engaged in television, children could be playing with family members or in social play groups-learning important social skills.  Although some say that education television like Sesame Street encourages children to be social, the characters are just that-characters.  There is no interaction.
Children who watch television at a young age may also affect a child’s health.  If parents are not careful about how much television children are watching, these children may get used to a sedentary lifestyle.   The author in the first article states that some of the children’s shows promote healthy eating; however, they are not the ones purchasing the food.  Parents are the food bearers.  The only physical activity these shows promote is sitting.
In an age where most families have two-four television sets in their homes, it is imperative that parents be wise.  Too much television at an early age may forever affect a child. 
Questions:
1. How does the author engage the reader in the introduction?
2. Highlight the description of the issue in the introduction.
3. Underline the thesis or claim.
4. Analyze each supporting paragraph. 
· Highlight each claim.
· Underline each counter claim once. 
· Underline each rebuttal twice.
5. How does the conclusion tie the author’s claim to the rest of the essay?
Challenge: Highlight the verbs and precise language.

